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CASE NUMBER FILED

2520071032 7/11/2025

SN -30.0 PC1 8 Timothy W Fitzgerald

. . . Spokane County Clerk
3
4
5
6
7 SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON IN AND FOR SPOKANE COUNTY
8 || CITY OF SPOKANE VALLEY, a municipal
. corporation, NO. 25-2-00710-32
Plaintift DECLARATION OF PATRICIA
10 ’ RHOADES IN SUPPORT OF
PLAINTIFF’S RESPONSE TO MOTION
i1 V. FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER TO
TEMPORARILY STAY DISCOVERY
12 || ALBERT W, MERKEL, an individual, AND MOTION FOR ATTORNEY’S
FEES

13 Defendant.

14

15 I, PATRICIA RHOADES, declare as follows:

16 1 I am over the age of 18, competent to testify, and I make the following statements

17 based on my own personal knowledge.

18 2. T am one of the Deputy City Clerk and Records Management Specialist for the City

19 of Spokane Valley (“the City™). My job duties include processing, maintaining, and responding to

20 public records requests received by the City in accordance with the Washington Public Records

o1 | Act. [ am also responsible for coordinating with City employees and City Council as necessary in

29 document retrieval. As part of my job duties, [ am familiar with the public records requests that

23 the City has received in connection with Defendant Albert W. Merkel’s communications with third

04 parties concerning City business.

25 3 Attached hereto as Exhibit A are true and correct copies of some of the public
records requests that the City has received concerning Defendant Albert W. Merkel since he took
office in January 2024.

DECLARATION OF PATRICIA RHOADES: 1 __ LUKINS & ANNIS, PS
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I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the

foregoing is true and correct.

DATED this 11" day of July, 2025 at Spokane Valley, Washington..
e - . .

DECLARATION OF PATRICIA RHOADES: 2

LAW OFFICES 09

LUKING & ANNIS, PS

Fax (309101
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

[ HEREBY CERTIFY that on the 11" day of July, 2025, I caused to be served a true
and correct copy of the foregoing by the method indicated below, and addressed to all entities
as follows:

Patrick J. Kirby U.S. Mail
Patrick J. Kirby Law Office, PLLC LI Hand Delivered
4353 8. Greystone Lane L1 Overnight Mail
Spokane, WA 99223 Li  ViaE-Filing
pkirby@pkirbylaw.com X Via Email
Attorney for Defendant
LUKINS & ANNIS, P.S.
RIRSTEN PRICE, Legal Assistant
DECLARATION OF PATRICIA RHOADES: 3 LUKINS & ANNIS, PS

& PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CORFORATION
T17 W Spragae Ave, Suite 1600
Spokang, WA 99201
Telephone: (309) 455-9555
Fax: (309) 147-2123




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON IN AND FOR SPOKANE COUNTY

CITY OF SPOKAEN VALLEY, a municipal
corporation, NO. 25-2-00710-32

Plaintiff, GR 17 DECLARATION
V.

ALBERT W. MERKEL, an individual,
Defendant.

1, Zaine M Yzaguirre, hereby declare under penalty of perjury pursuant to the laws of
the state of Washington as follows:

L. On July 11, 2025, T received the attached electronic transmission for filing from
Patricia Rhoades in the above captioned matter.

2. Pursuant to GR 17, I have examined the foregoing attached signature page (page
2} of the Declaration of Patricia Rhoades in Support of Plaintiffs’ Response to Motion for

Protection Order to Temporarily Stay Discovery and Motion for Attorney’s Fees (“Declaration

i of Patricia Rhoades™). The Signature Page is complete and legible. The foregoing attached

Declaration of Patricia Rhoades, including exhibits, consists of sixteen (16) pages.

i

LAW OFFICES OF
LUKINS & ANNIS, PS

A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CORPORATION
7 W Sprague Ave, Sute 1600

GR 17 DECLARATION: 1 Tciiﬁ’l';:.:‘?‘ (;:;;):595??;555

Fax; {309) 7472323

01306718 /11725
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I hereby certify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed

| on this 11™ day of July 2025.

LUKINS & ANNIS, P.S.

By:

ZAINE M. YZAGUIRRE, WSBA #58265

LAW OFFICES OF

LUKINS & ANNIS, PS
A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CORPORATION
T W Sgraguc Ave, Suite 1600

GR 17 DECLARATION: 2 Teiphones (309) 35,0553

Fax: (309)747-2321

01306718 7/11/25







Public Records Request weamssomn

W Public Records Requaest Details

Records from:

Executive and Adrninistrative
Types:

Cate From;
Cate T
Location / Address{es).

Parcel Nurmber{s):

Deseribe the records Reguested:

Preferred Methad to Receive
Recards:

Method of Payment:

Type of Requester:

¥ Media Infermation

Executive and Administrative|

City Councii |

“Council member Al Merkel is using nextdoor to have discussions about city business and deing it as a
councilpersan. Access to his post, the comments and replies he give are not available to everyone. He is
discussing city business on a public forum and as a council person. As a city employee Al Merkel {council
memben | think the Open Reco ds Act wou!d cover a“ af Mr. Merkei csnng asa munui memher ahcut

requestmg begms on h1s flrst day of m"ﬂce}an 1 2024 urml 3!21!2024 \ er be renewmg this request on a
continuing basis to have accessibility to ail his post on nextdoor until the end of his term.”

Electronic via Request Center

Mail payment (check ar money order)

indivicual This is an optional field and is not required to submit a request.

? Request for Communications

> Clarifications

7 Extension Reasons

> Exemptions

> State Reporting Bill (REQUIRED TO CLOSE)

v Additianal information

Search Personal Device:

Search Persoinal Device
Completed:

Declarations Needed:
Declarations Compiete:

Third Party Notification:

Third Party Notification Compiete:

Union Notification Needed:

No

No

No



Public Records R@QUESt (HP230786 122024}

v Public Records Reguest Details

Records from:

Executive and Administrative
Types:

Date From:

Date Te:

Location / Addressies):
Parcel Nurnber(s);

Describe the records Reguested:

Preferred Method to Receive
Records:

Methad of Payment:

Type of Requester:

> Media Information

Executive and Administrative |

City Council|

Request any/ail communications to/from Councilmemper Albert {Al) Merkel toffrom Kelli Mastersan, Kelhi
Jo. Mary Giannini, Bryanna Franzen, Marie Pechous, Kevin Vanhook, Tirm Malick, Elicia Spotts, Lindsey
Soffes, Shelby Hotchkiss, Susan Legel, Michae! Catheart, Kim Pollari, Stephanle Hayden, Tori Hartsock
Allie Usbourne and anything that pertaining ro the Underground Rainbow.

Date range is from 1 January 2024 to 1 December 2024 ide any/allsadal medial
posis/conversations af tele > caliic ! . Previous Records reguest contained a
screen shot of CM Merkel reachmg out to the underground rainbow's private Facebook page stating
something like - was hoping to update someane in leadership on things that have happened iately an
scraps, can someone give me a call.

Thank you.

Electronic via Reguest Center

Online payment {credit card, dehit card, electronic check)

Government This is an optional field and is not required to submit a reguest.

? Request for Communications

» Clarifications

> Extension Reasons

¥ Exemptions

> State Reperting Bill (REQUIRE

D TO CLOSE)

v Additional Information

Search Personal Device:

Search Personal Device
Cempleted:

Declarations Needed:
Decdlarations Complete:
Third Party Notification:

Third Party Notification Complete:

No

No

Nao



Public Records Request (#P230890 040225)

v Public Records Request Details

Records from: Exerutive and Administrative |
Executive and Administrative City Councit]

Types:

Date From:

Date To:

Lescation / Address{es):
Parcel Mumber(s):

Describe the records Requested: Fabinary 206 thel Al regdrdive

Preferred Method to Receive Electronic via Request Center

Records:

Method of Payment: Online payment (credit card, debit card, electronic check)

Type of Requester: ingividual This is an opticnal field and is not reguired to submit a request.

? Media Information

? Reguest for Communications

> Clarifications

? Extension Reasons

> Exemptions

> State Reporting Bili (REQUIRED TO CLOSE)

v Additional Information

Search Personal Device:

Search Personal Device No
Completed:

Declarations Needed:

Declarations Complete: No
Third Party Notification:

Third Party Notification Complete:  No
Unien Notification Needed:

Union Notification Complete: No

¥ Internai Fields
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Public Records Request weusorssrzzn

v Pubiic Records Request Details

Records from: Executive and Administrative |
Executive and Administrative City Council |

Types:

Date From:

Date To;

Location / Address{es):
Parcel Number(s):

Describe the recards Reguested:

Preferred Method to Receive Electronic via Request Center

Records:

Method of Payment: Oniine payment {credit card, debit card, electrenic check)

Type of Reguester: This is ar optional field and 1s not required to submit a request.

> Media information

? Request for Communications

? Clarifications

» Extension Reasons

2 Exemptions

> State Reporting Bill (REQUIRED TQ CLOSE)

v Additional information

Search Persanal Device:

Search Personal Device No
Completed:

Deciarations Needed:

Declarations Complete: Ne
Third Party Netification:

Third Party Natification Complete:  No
Union Notification Needed:

Union Notification Complete: No

“ internal Fields




Public Records Requegt (#P230813 020325)

~ Pubilic Records Request Details

Recards from: Executive snd Administrative |
Executive and Administrative City Council | Gtherj

Types:

Date From:

Bate To:

Location / Address{es):
Parcel Number(s):

Describe the records Reguested:

Preferred Method to Receive Electranic viz Request Center

Records:

Metheod of Payment: Cnline payment (credit card, debit card, eiectronic check)

Type of Requester: individuat This is an optionai field and is not reguired to submit a reguest.

> Media information

> Reguest for Communications

¥ Clarifications

? Extension Reasons

» Exemptions

? State Reporting 8ill (REQUIRED TO CLOSE)

Y Additional Info_rmation

Search Personal Device:

Search Personal Device Na
Completed:

Declarations Needed:

Declarations Complete: Na
Third Party Notification:

Third Party Notification Complete: No
Urion Notification Needed:

Union Natification Compilete; No

“ Internal Fieids




Public Records Request uwaomsione

v Bublic Records Reguest Details

Records from:

Executive and Administrative
Types:

Date From:

Date To:

Location / Address{es):
Parcel Number(s):

Describe the records Requested:

Preferrad Method to Receive
Records:

Method of Payment

Type of Regquester:

> Media Information

Executive and Administrative |

Uther|

AlMsrielsiisxdoor postiig: Pledse rovide ma the eritire feed inclidine foritha TollaWing.: These are tha
first lines of the posts | am looking for.

Request Number 1

10/106/2024
Albert Merks!
FPondercsa

Spokane Valiey Council's Budget Discussion Misses the Mark on Public Safety Tonight, theSpokane Vallay
City Council held a discussion on our city budget. Between prociamations of "public safety being our
number one priority," the truth of what the majority of this council truly thinks came to light through both
the mayor and city manager.

Please make sure to include this response: Albert Merkel

Authar

Ponderosa

m as usual your facts are twisted. not new considering the source. here is an article that summarizes
you

Request Number 2
Spokane Valley Politics 10/26/2024

Here's a summary of the appeal hearing regarding Albert Merkel's case hased on last night's proceedings:
1. Presentation of Facts o Attorney James King, along with investigator Rebecea Dean, presented a
detailed case citing relevant facts, legal precedents, and specific alleged viclations by Albert Merkel, Andy
Kottkomp managed the hearing with professionalism and neutrality,

Thank you and have a great day, i

Electronic via Request Center

Onilne payment (credit card, debit card, electronic check)

This is an aptional field and is not required tc submit a request,

> Request for Communications

> Clarifications

» Extension Reasons

7 Exemptions




Public Records Request wumsouses

“ Pubiic Records Reguest Details

Records from:

Executive and Administrative
Types:

Cate From:

Date To:

Location / Address{es):
Parcel Number(s):

Describe the records Requested:

Preferred Method to Receive
Records:

Method of Payment:

Type of Raquestsr:

> Media Information

Executive and Administrative |

City Council

To: Patricia Rhodes, Public Records Officar
City of Spakane Valley
Subject: Public Records Request - Posts by Councilmember Al Merkel Referencing lBuinng 2nd Carol W,

Dear Recards Officer,

Pursuant to the Washington State Public Records Act (RCW 42.58), { respectfully request the following
recards:

All posts, comments, replies, and edits authored by Counciimember Al Merkel on a specific online
discussion thread authored by me (B tan Nextdaor, referencing either mysel’ ([, o« Carol

W., including any posts that were editea, hidden, or deletad.

Ta clarify:

This reguest pertains specifically to the thread in question, which was created by me (-) on
4.23.2023 titled My City Council Speech from 4/22/25 - Why the Lawsult Matters

If any records are being withheld or redacted, please provide the specific exemption(s} under RCW 42.56
being claimed and a brief explanation.

Pleass acknowledge receipt of this request within five business days as reguired by law. | am happy to
recelve the records electronically.

Sinceraly

Eiectronic via Request Center

GCrline paymant (credit card, debit card, electronic cheeid

Individual This is an optional field and is not required to subimit a reguest.

2 Reguest for Communications

> Clarifications

» Extension Beasons

? Exemptions




Public Records RQQU@St (#P230574-061324)

v Public Records Request Details

Records from: Executive and Administrative |
Executive and Administrative City Council |

Types:

Date From:

Date To:

Location / Address{esy:
Parcel Numberis):

Describe the records Requested:

Preferred Method to Receive Eiectronic via Request Center

Records:

WMethad of Payment: Online payment (credit card, debit card, electranic check}

Type of Requester: Government This is an optional field and Ts not required to submit & request,

? Media Information

? Request for Communications

> Clarifications

?> Extension Reasons

7 Exemptions

? State Reporting Bill (REQUIRED T CLOSE)

v Additienal Information

Search Perscnal Device:

Search Perschai Cevice Mo
Carnplatad:

Declarations Needed:

Declarations Complete: No
Third Party Notification:

Third Party Notification Complete:  No
Union Notification Needed:

Union Notification Complete: No

» internal Flelds




Public Records Request wezssor-oss0ze

* Public Records Request Details

Records from:

Executive and Administrative
Types:

Date From:
Date To:
Locaticn / Addressfes):

Parcel Number(s)

Describe the records Reguested;

Preferrad Method te Recefve
Records:

Method of Paymient:

Tyne of Requester:

> Media information

Executive and Administrative |

City Council|

‘All récords related o Albert Meérkel's dctivifies on the néxtdoor sacial média platfosm in generdl, and
specifically to the statament that he made on 6/29/24 regarding meetings with legal advisors regarding
the feasibiiity of starting roving judicial entities to adjudicate homeless individuals towards involuntarily
detaining them for & week to be evaluated for behaviors related te their homelessness or addictions.

The post begins with:

DECIDED! usuMUuniUSLs USUS USUSHSLSUS BSUSUS
| NEED YGUR THOUGHTS NOW!
Spokane Valley,

the day has finally come, the tyranny of the 5th circuit's disastrous Boise decision on homelessness s
finaliy overl

The time is now to propose reasonable responses to homelessness that leverages the law to encourage
hornetess felks to rejoin society by getting the mental health, drug addiction, and/or sacial services they
need

| would request that these records be provided at no charge due to my status as a disabled person on
5501,

i wiouid reguest that my identity remain anonymaous due to my valid concern that | might be subjected to
retatiation from Mr. Merke! shouid be become aware of my identity.

Electronic via Request Center

tail payment (check or money order)

Individuat This is an optionai field and is not reguired to submit & request.

> Request for Communications

» Clarifications

> Extension Reasens

? Exemptions

> State Reporting Bill (REQUIRED TO CLOSE)

~ Additional Information




Public Records Request (#P230742-110624)

~ Public Records Request Details

Rercards from:

Executive and Administrative
Types:

Date From:

Date Ta:

Location / Address{esy
Parcel Number{s}

Describe the records Requested:

Preferred Methad to Receive
Records:

Method of Fayment:

Type of Reauester:

> Media Information

Executive and Administrative |

City Councit| Other|

dicemments.

and Government (rsoc off'mal City page). Just his Pondersoa account please.

Electronic via Request Center

Oniine payment (credit card, dehit card, electronic check}

individual This is an optional field and is not required to submit a request,

> Request for Communications

? Clarifications

2 Extension Reasons

» Exemptions

> State Reporting Bill (REQUIRED TO CLOSE)

v Additional Information

Search Personal Device:

Search Personal Device
Completed:

Declarations Needed:
Declarations Complete:

Third Party Notification:

Third Party Netification Complete:
Union Notification Needed:

Union Notification Complete:

v Internal Fields

Nc

No

Ne

Na




Public Records RequeSt (#P230760-112324)

v Public Records Reguest Detaiis

Records from:

Executive and Administrative
Types:

Date From:
Date To:
Locatien / Address{es):

Parcel Number(s):

Describe the records Requested:

Preferred Method to Receive
Records:

Method of Payment:

Type of Reguester:

> Media iInformation

Executive and Administrative |

City Councilf

Al Merkel's next door, Pondercsa account dated 11.23.2024. The post that starts with 'Ok Folks,

This is the funniest thing | have read today, This 1s the city's lawyer's Lawyer's Lawyer (that is not & typo,
this is a lawyer who is represanting a lawyer whe is representing the city lawyer who represents the city
manager all on your tax money, that is how ridicuious this is) responding in his final summation about
this nextdsor "investigation'.

uding Al

Fovide 100% BF all Barticipaits posts Who are efigaging to

Thark you.

Electronic via Request Center

Crline payment (credit card, debit card, electranic check)

Indhvidual This is an opticnal field and is not required to subrmit a request.

¥ Reqguest for Communications

> Clarifications

> Extension Reasons

? Exemptions

> State Reporting Bill (REQUIRED TO CLOSE)

~ Additional information

Search Personat Device:

Search Persanal Device
Comipleied:

Declarations Needed:
Declarations Complete:

Third Party Notification:

Third Party Natification Complete:

Union Notification Needed:

MNa



