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Timeline Regarding Councilmember Merkel’s Public Records 
as of February 4, 2025

· June 11, 2024: CM Yaeger filed an official complaint claiming Councilmember Merkel’s use of his personal account on the social media platform Nextdoor violates the City Council’s adopted Governance Manual and the Washington State Public Records Act. 
· June 16, 2024: City hires a third-party investigator to investigate the complaint, as required by the Governance Manual.
· Sept. 3, 2024: City receives the final third-party investigation report, which found Councilmember Merkel in violation of the City of Spokane Valley Governance Manual and “more likely than not” in violation of the Washington State Public Records Act.
· Sept. 10, 2024: Councilmember Merkel files an appeal to the investigator’s findings, initiating a public hearing before the city’s hearing examiner to contest the independent investigation findings that found him in violation of the Spokane Valley City Council’s Governance Manual Social Media Policy and, more likely than not, the Washington State Public Records Act. 
· Sept. 24, 2024: Council votes unanimously (6-0) that Councilmember Merkel is not entitled to city-funded legal representation because SVMC 2.70.030 prevents the City from doing so for claims that Councilmembers violated city policy.
· Oct. 24, 2024: Hearing Examiner Andrew Kottkamp held and presided over Public Hearing Case No. APP-2024-0001.

· Dec. 13, 2024: City receives the hearing examiner’s report, which confirms the findings of the initial investigation regarding Councilmember Merkel’s use of social media and rejects all of Councilmember Merkel’s proposed defenses as meritless.

· Dec. 19, 2024: Council held a special Council meeting to review the hearing examiner’s final ruling. Council voted unanimously (6-0) to censure Councilmember Merkel and remove him from serving on the Opioid Abatement Committee for the Spokane County Regional Health District to not expose other public entities to the same legal and financial risks.

· Late December 2024: Nextdoor suspend Councilmember Merkl’s personal Nextdoor account.
· Early January 2025: Councilmember Merkel opens new Nextdoor account using official city email, and City registers this account with Pagefreezer archiving software. The new account does not comply with the Governance Manual because it does not include his Councilmember title or the required disclaimer.
· Jan. 28, 2025: Councilmember Merkel notifies the City that Nextdoor closed his new city account and reinstated his Ponderosa personal account. The personal account includes the disclaimer required for official accounts, but not his Councilmember title on the profile page. It also is not established with his City-issued email address. His current Nextdoor account therefore remains a personal account  and the Governance Manual prevents him from posting on it about City and/or Council business. Councilmember Merkel nonetheless continues to use this personal account to post about City business, both on his personal profile page and other Nextdoor pages in violation of the Governance Manual.
· Jan. 28, 2025: In response to multiple city requests, Councilmember Merkel submits spreadsheets from Nextdoor identifying his posts made on his personal page and others’ pages, and provides the information needed to link his personal account to the Pagefreezer software. However, (1) the spreadsheets do not include the context surrounding his posts and therefore do not include all information sought by third parties submitting public records requests, and (2) the Pagefreezer software can only archive posts on Councilmember Merkel’s personal profile page, not posts on other pages. As a result, Councilmember Merkel has still failed to provide complete public records regarding his social media use, which records are subject to pending public records requests. Councilmember Merkel nonetheless rejects the City’s request that he provide screenshots of his City business-related posts.
· On multiple occasions throughout 2024 and 2025: The city manager requested Councilmember Merkel to provide his personal Nextdoor posts that regard city business and are responsive to public records requests received by the City or declarations to fulfill the city’s legal requirements to respond to Public Record Requests. Councilmember Merkel has not complied.
· Feb. 4, 2025: City Councilmembers voted unanimously 6 to 0 to direct the city manager to initiate legal action to be filed against Councilmember Albert Merkel. The goal is to compel Merkel to comply with the Washington Public Records Act and the Council’s Governance Manual in his use of social media, cell phones, emails and other records that constitute public records to ensure the city’s compliance with the state law and to fulfill Public Records Requests received by third parties.
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